Newspapers 
by Slancestry: 


https://sacbee.newspapers.com/image/62891 2887 


The Sacramento Bee (Sacramento, California) - Sat, Mar 4, 2000 - Page 


30 
Downloaded on Aug 4, 2024 


The leadership candidate 
“I registered Republican for the sole 
purpose of voting for McCain. ... | don't 
believe that Bush or Al Gore could lead a 
‘pack of cockroaches to a steak sandwich.’ 


OPINION 


Campus crime muddle 


State's school safety report is a blunt instrument 


his year’s installment of the California 
Department of Education's latest “Safe 
‘Schools Assessment,” which catalogs 
crime on public school campuses statewide, 
suggests that the Elk Grove and San Juan 
schools, which by most accounts are well-run 
and desirable places to send your children, are 
in several respects more dangerous than cam- 
puses in Compton, a crime-plagued community 
where even former school board members have 
had run-ins with the law. No 
offense to Compton, but 
there's something wrong with 
this picture. 

State officials say the annu- 
al assessment, mandated four 
years ago by the Legislature, 
is California's best snapshot 
of school crime trends. But 
even with recent changes in 
the way the data are tallied, 
the assessment remains 
flawed, a time-consuming 
burden for school administra- 
tors and an often imperfect 
barometer for parents who 
need more reliable measures 
‘of school safety. 

The assessment was formerly compiled 
using self-reported crime statistics from indi- 
vidual school districts. This method lacked 
credibility because it allowed some districts to 
better their public image by underreporting 
campus crime and, by comparison, unfairly 
tarred those that were completely forthcoming. 

‘The state's attempts to audit the districts to 
ensure more accurate data, however, haven't 
entirely resolved the problem. The selective 
audits involved gathering districts’ student 
suspension reports and comparing them to the 
districts’ self-reported crime data. If the sus- 
pension rates were higher than the self-report- 
ed crime rates, the districts’ rates were often 
revised upward. This happened to both San 
Juan and Elk Grove, whose figures rose this 
year in most of the seven crime categories list- 
ed 


Both districts describe themselves as taking 
a fairly aggressive approach to campus disci- 
pline, suspending students for behavior that 
breaks school rules but isn't necessarily crimi- 
nal in nature, Some examples from Elk Grove: 
A first-grader bites a classmate or a middle- 
schooler gives a caffeine pill to a friend. 
District officials say the state's auditors classi- 
fied these actions as battery and drug posses- 
sion, respectively, and actions that the district 
considered “suspendible” but 
not criminal were then 
recorded as crimes in the 
Safe Schools Assessment. 
Also troubling is the way 
the assessment lumps 
together in a single category 
offenses that vary widely in 
degree. It shows San Juan as 
having six “sex offenses,” for 
instance, but doesn't say that 
all six involved inappropriate 
language and/or touching, not 
rape, It lists five instances of 
assault with a deadly weapon 
in Placer County's Roseville 
Joint Union High School 
District, but doesn’t specify 


Specalo Pe Bee whether the weapon was a switchblade 


or a pencil. It reports 40 drug or alcohol offens- 
es in Yolo County's Woodland schools, but 
makes no mention of whether they involved 
No-Doz, beer or heroin. The assessment 
includes both on-campus incidents and those 
that take place while students are traveling to 
and from school. 

In the best of all worlds, concerned parents 
will contact their local districts to get the all- 
important details behind the numbers. In the 
worst of them, however, the public and media 
will make assumptions about district safety 
based on measures that aren't very precise. In 
the state department's defense, the Safe School 
Assessment and its crime definitions were 
mandated by the Legislature, which ought now 
to consider fashioning a more accurate instru 
ment. 


IMF impasse 


Agency must start anew its search for a leader 


a crisis within the International 

Monetary Fund by publicly rejecting 
Europe's candidate to become the new manag- 
ing director, a job traditionally reserved for a 
European. In this rare case the fuss is worth 
making because the job and the institution are 
too important, especially now, to settle for any- 
one less than a leader of stature. Despite his 
solid record, Germany's Caio Koch-Weser lacks 
that stature. 

Koch-Weser’s nomination to replace Michel 
Camdessus, the Frenchman who retired last 
month after 13 years, has been pushed hard — 
too hard — by German Chancellor Gerhard 
Schroeder. Other European leaders were luke- 
warm toward Koch-Weser, but reluctantly went 
along out of regional solidarity. President 
Clinton, however, properly and publicly has 
said no, 

At a time when the IMF is under heavy criti- 
cism for its clubby ways and its less-than-bril- 
liant handling of recent financial crises, and 
when US. policy-makers are calling for major 
internal reforms, it would ill serve the IMF and 
the global economic community to choose a 
functionary who, by all accounts, lacks the 
leadership qualities and vision to head a key 
global institution at such a critical time. Koch- 
Weser worked for 25 years at the World Bank, 
‘an economic development institution whose 


T: Clinton administration has provoked 


task is very different from that of the IMF, 
which deals with financial matters: currency 
stability, balance-of-payments problems, mane- 
tary policies, 

Asstraw vote of the IMF's board of directors 
produced no clear choice among Koch-Weser; 
IMF deputy director Stanley Fischer, an 
American; and Eisuke Sakakibara, a former 
Japanese finance ministry official on whose 
watch Japan has endured its longest-ever 
recession. In these circumstances, directors 
should look for someone not only of stature but 
who is willing to act boldly to reform the IMF's 
hidebound ways, which have aroused opposi- 
tion both from developing countries that feel 
bypassed and from Americans and others who 
want more democratic internal procedures and 
a more flexible approach in dealing with finan- 
cial problems whose IMF-prescribed solutions 
often are more painful than the ailment. 

At some point, the IMF also should reconsid- 
er its tradition of giving the IMF top job to a 
European and the World Bank presidency to 
an American. While it's natural for the domi- 
nant economic powers to play the principal role 
in managing global economic and financial 
institutions, rapid globalization and the con- 
centration of problems in developing countries 
imply a larger role for those regions in resolv- 
ing problems that have such great and often 
devastating impact on their peoples. 


Not-so-haute cuisine 


In a country that takes food more serious- 
ly than almost anything else, it's not sur- 
prising - although it's very instructive — 
that the chef-owners of a prestigious 
Loire Valley restaurant have been punished almost 
as if they were eriminals for deceiving their cus- 
tomers about what they were being served 
‘According to London's Guardian, Jean and Sophie 
Bardet's establishment had been awarded two stars 
(out of a possible three) since 1985 by the bible of 
French gastronomy — the Guide Michelin. But 
when consumer protection inspectors discovered 
that they had charge $90 «bot fr wine they 


bought ata soparmartat fr 3, and pened of 


$5,000 and humiliated by the publication of their 
punishment in France's two most prestigious 


roundings” in which it was served. 


Hurrah for the Great Valley Center for 
ee babes o rg aber ecynfescee 
The Modesto-based 
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water issues. If this coalition shape 
pr ree clay oh 
manage 


Copyright © 2024 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. 


RE 
loWLY DISCVERING 
“THE GENETIC. 
BUILPING Blocks 
oF LIFE AS 
WE KNOW iT- 


LETTERS 


Choices for president 


e “McCain rips Robertson and Falwell,” Feb. 29: 

‘Today, I am prouder to be a Republican than I 
have been in a long time. Finally, we have # 
Republican leader brave enough to take on the nar- 
row-minded, bigoted wing of our party. 

When Sen. John McCain criticized the Revs. Pat 
Robertson and Jerry Falwell — men who have 
become wealthy espousing their demagogic, divisive 
views — he spoke for many of us who represent the 
“silent majority” of the Republican Party — 
Republicans who have been disgusted at the infil- 
tration of our party by right-wing extremists, 

T became a Republican as a youth because I 
wanted to join the party of Lincoln and civil rights, 
the party of limited government. The Christian 
right wing is the antithesis of my Republican Party. 
It would like to have a morality-legislating govern- 
ment controlling our lives from our classrooms to 
our bedrooms. For too long, moderate Republicans 
have stood by in silence, afraid of losing the votes of 
“Christian” conservatives. A brave American has 
finally spoken the truth. 

Stacey Barksdale 

Rancho Cordova 


‘am trying very hard to figure out where McCain's 

head is. Up in the clouds somewhere? McCain 
speaks from both sides of his mouth just like 
President Clinton, And now he even compares him- 
self to President Reagan. That's laughable. He even 
swears he will give government back to us. What's 
wrong, can't he handle it? Unless you want “Gore 
the Bore” to be president, vote for George W. Bush. 

Flo Marquardt 


Sacramento 


| ade drcet wl pecyiateybaghargea ta’ 
e religious right. It has been too long that 
this country has had to listen to the hate and big- 


leaders preaching 

congregations. I do, foeerentijet is ter ceation 

ing attempts to erode my civil liberties. 
Ralph W. Sullivan 

ito 


e“McCain’s bold message,” editorial, March 2: 

Apparently The Bee could see neither the para- 
dox nor the disingenuousness of McCain's “mes- 
sage” when he had Gary Bauer, one of the more 
vicious spokesmen of the religious right, standing 
at his elbow, 

‘Since Bauer left the Reagan administration, he 
has been a stooge for James Dobson of Focus on the 
Family, 80 ster on oleate pel nd 
ha wet lcd De bao emangh"wl - 
ences in the Republican 

lt ie peap ee 

stormed 


religious 
and pass their agenda, . 
‘As a result of Dobson's a 


problems centage oat nation. 
Jerry Sloan 
Sacramento 


recently registered to vote for the first time in my 

Vise 1 iaatered Repolican fr the sl parpee 
‘voting for McCain. He wants to return govern- 

tet oth hands poe voi rte 

person I feel is best-suited to lead our country. I 

don't believe that Bush or Al Gore could lead a pack 

of ‘sandwich. 


the GOP elders still don't get it after a century 

of failed efforts. They did not want Theodore 
Roosevelt ("that damned cowboy,” they called him), 
they didn't want Eisenhower (establishment candi- 
date Robert Taft went into the convention in 1952 
with the votes to win, but Ike's popularity overcame 
the bosses) and they did not want Reagan (“that 
movie cowboy and celebrity governor”). 

Now.these same establishment guys are insist- 
ing Bush, the 11/2term governor of Texas who has 
blown more than $60 million to pump himself up in 
the campaign, must be our candidate — even when 
allofthe national polls show MeCain would beat 
Gore in November by up to 25 points while Bush is 
barely ahead of him, or tied. 

And if these so-called wise men of the GOP pre- 
vail with young Bush, they/ll be claiming it was 
McCain's fault as they acknowledge President 
Gore's win in November. 


Bob McCafferty 
Fair Oaks 


[pis gegen of rimarin there have been many 
appeals by various presidential candidates for 
the veterans vote. I believe Gore is the only candi- 
date who has the sensitivity and courage to be the 
commander in chief of our armed forces. 

Tam a Vietnam vet and a retired Army officer 
who finished his career as « professor of military 
science at the University of California, Davis. It is 
clear to me that Gore is the only candidate with the 
compassion and wisdom to make the decision about 
when and how our military power should be used. 
From his record, both as vice president and in 
Congress, on a wide range of issues, it is clear that 
he is a man of high moral principles who has the 
strength to do what his right ~ even in the face of 
pressures to take actions that might not be popular 
in the short term. 

Bill Ritch 

Fair Oaks 


he only things more baseless than The Bee's 

‘endorsement of Gore for the Democratic presi- 
dential primary are the reasons given for cing 0 
Within the first ‘The Bee admits that 
Gore has not the political prowess of Clinton, and 
that he is not impervious to scandals of the sort 
that seem to have plagued 

Gore has no record of his own that 


provide insurance Americans. 

sparse avs feels tame 

gerous tax cuts while the Fed has gone on a seem- 
‘endless streak of interest rate hikes to stave 


James J. Kirk 
Dixon 


ore and Bradley have been fighting it out over 
whois the better envirunmentalist. Did either 
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